
Otselic Valley FFA News 

 

The Otselic Valley FFA would like to thank all the blood donor heroes that donated at the recent blood 

drive.  Over the years, Otselic Valley has helped save thousands of lives.  The FFA salutes you! 

 

Otselic Valley FFA members have spent this cold winter preparing for the public speaking competitions 

starting with the District #4 contests at Afton Central School on February 11, 2014.  Unfortunately, due to 

a basketball game being rescheduled to the same day at the last minute, our FFA members that played 

basketball were unable to compete.  Two Junior FFA members still went to compete!  Justin Rodda 

competed in the Extemporaneous Public Speaking contest and Clayton O’Hara competed in the 

Prepared Public Speaking Contest.  Both boys placed in the top four of their respective contests which 

earned them a place in the sub-state contests held at Cobleskill-Richmondville Central School on March 

29
th
.  Sub-states is a much higher level of competition.  New York is divided into three sub-state regions. 

Because we didn’t come in 1
st
 or 2

nd
 place at sub-states, Otselic Valley did not advance into the state level 

competitions.  There is always next year!   

 

Just to break up the cold monotony of this winter, the FFA and Junior FFA decided to go tubing on the 

snow at Four Seasons Ski Resort, Fayetteville, NY.  While we were there having a lot of fun, we read a 

newspaper article taped to the wall that proclaimed Four Seasons as the recognized smallest ski resort in 

the nation!  Wow, the place is famous!  The weather was great and everyone had a great time. 

 

For two days in March, we got a hint of what is to come when Marci Pitman came to check out our 

agriculture program for her college internship.  Miss Pitman is exploring the possible career of agriculture 

teacher and asked Mrs. Robinson if she could intern here during May and June after her college year was 

over. We are looking forward to her time with us again.   

 

FFA members Amber Thornton and Megan Hotaling volunteered to celebrate Agricultural Literacy 

Day by reading the book, Who Grew My Soup?  by Tom Darbyshire to Mrs. Davis’s and Mrs. 

Whorrall’s first grade classes.   They then talked about the five food groups (dairy, proteins, grains, 

fruits and vegetables) and why it is important to be eat all five each day in the right amounts.  The FFA 

members ended their lesson with a “high five” activity with the first graders.  Amber and Megan did a 

nice job! 

 

Also celebrating Ag Literacy Day were FFA members Peter Robinson, Grace Lowry and Francesca 

Cortez.  These three enlisted the help of former FFA member, Karl Graham, in reading the story The 

Beeman by Laurie Krebs and Valeria Cis to Mr. Winn’s fifth grade class.  Karl is a novice bee keeper.  

He brought in his equipment and protective clothing to show the class what a bee keeper must do.  It was 

an interesting and informative presentation. 

 

 We would also like to thank the people that commented on our website.  You can check it out by going to 

the school website at www.ovcs.org, go down the yellow boxes on the left until you come to “Teacher 

Websites” and click on that box.  That will change the titles in the yellow boxes on the left.  Go down the 

new titles on the left until you find “FFA and Betty Robinson” and click on that box.  We hope you enjoy 

our efforts.    

http://www.ovcs.org/


 

Once we get more familiar with the mechanics of actually making the website, in addition to a Junior 

FFA section we want to add a historical section to pay tribute to the many fine Georgetown, South Otselic 

and Otselic Valley former FFA members.  This is where you, the community, will play an important part.  

We would like you to lend us your pictures and FFA news.  We would like to scan these articles and 

pictures to be used in this section.  You still keep your mementos and we get the information.  It is a win-

win situation. If at all possible, please have the dates, names and what was happening in the picture for us 

to use, too.   

 

Thank you to the people that helped identify everyone in our mystery photo printed in the last newsletter.  

We have included their names with this month’s newsletter.  Please notice that we have another photo of 

students for identification.  If you know who they are, please let our advisor, Mrs. Robinson, know.  We 

are hoping that this will be a fun and active web site for many people! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christopher O’Hara 

FFA Reporter 

 

 


